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On January 24, 1791, President George
Washington chose the site for the young
nations capital: ten miles square, it
stretched from the highest point of
navigation on the Potomac River, and
encompassed the ports of Georgetown and
Alexandria. From the moment the federal
government moved to the District of
Columbia in December 1800, Washington
has been central to American identity and
life. Shaped by politics and intrigue,
poverty and largess, contradictions and
compromises, Washington has been, from
its beginnings, the stage on which our
national dramas have played out.In
Washington, the historian Tom Lewis
paints a sweeping portrait of the capital
city whose internal conflicts and promise
have mirrored those of America writ large.
Breathing life into the men and women
who struggled to help the city realize its
full potential, he introduces us to the
mercurial French artist who created an
ornate plan for the city en grande; members
of the nearly forgotten anti-Catholic
political party who halted construction of
the Washington monument for a quarter
century; and the cadre of congressmen who
maintained segregation and blocked the
citys progress for decades. In the twentieth
century Washingtons Mall and streets
would witness a Ku Klux Klan march, the
violent end to the encampment of World
War I Bonus Army veterans, the 1963
March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom, and the painful rebuilding of the
city in the wake of Martin Luther King, Jr.s
assassination.It is our national center,
Frederick Douglass once said of
Washington, DC; it belongs to us, and
whether it is mean or majestic, whether
arrayed in glory or covered in shame, we
cannot but share its character and its
destiny. Interweaving the story of the citys
physical transformation with a nuanced
account of its political, economic, and
social evolution, Lewis tells the powerful
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history of Washington, DCthe site of our
nations highest ideals and some of our
deepest failures.
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Washington, D.C., the idealistic and contradictory city which has Customer Reviews: Washington: A History of Our
National City Oct 13, 2015  On January 24, 1791, President George Washington chose the site for the young nations
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National City by Tom Lewis (ISBN: 9780465039210) from Amazons Book Store. Free UK delivery on eligible orders. 
New Book: Washington: A History of Our National City Oct 19, 2015  President Kennedy once famously mocked
Washington, D.C., as a city of Southern efficiency and Northern charm. But theres no denying its Washington: A
History of our National City by Tom Lewis  - H-Net Find helpful customer reviews and review ratings for
Washington: A History of Our National City at . Read honest and unbiased product reviews Washington A History of
Our National City - YouTube  Washington: A History of Our National City: : Tom  Washington has 38 ratings and
7 reviews. Brett said: This book is true to its title, offering a history of our national city not our local city. It s Book talk:
Washington: A History of Our National City--Tom Lewis  In Tom Lewis immaculately researched history,
Washington: A History of Our National City, we get a chronology of the people, political wrangling, and racial Book
Review: Washington  Open Letters Monthly - an Arts and  Oct 13, 2015  Description. On January 24, 1791,
President George Washington chose the site for the young nations capital: ten miles square, it stretched Washington: A
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Dec 2, 2015  H-DC. Citation: Matthew Gilmore. Reading and Signing: Washington: A History of our National City by
Tom Lewis Dec 2, 2015 7pm . H-DC. Washington: A History of Our National City  Wisconsin Public Radio Oct 25,
2015  Currently reading, Washington, A History of Our National City by Tom Lewis. I dont know if the author breaks
any new ground, but he sure Washington: A History of Our National City - Lewis Tom - Google  Jan 12, 2016  We
speak with the author of a sweeping new portrait of Washington D.C., who writes that from the moment the federal
government moved to Washington: A History of Our National City, by Tom Lewis  The  Sep 27, 2015  The
venerable sub-genre of the Washington, DC history gets a substantial new update.  A History of Our National City. by
Tom Lewis. Reading and Signing: Washington: A History of our National  - H-Net Aug 10, 2015  Lewis, a writer on
the Skidmore College faculty, has produced the most reliable and useful one-volume history of the U.S. capital to date. 
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